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It all began in 1880 when my great- great grandfather, Charles Wolf came to the 
United States from Germany. By 1883 Charles made his way to Wisconsin and 
acquired, land about six miles northwest of Eau Galle. He started a farm that is 
still operating today. Charles married and had children. Two of his boys were John 
and Eugene. John helped his dad farm until Charles's death. Needing help with 
the farm Eugene came and farmed with John. During this time John got married 
and had one son in 1924, Alfred. In 1929, John died unexpectedly. This is when 
Eugene acquired Sunnyview Dairy. Eugene was very conservation minded and 
Sunnyview Dairy was the second in the Eau Galle Township to be laid out for 
contour farming. He was also one of the first grade A milk producers in the area.  
     It was July 15, 1980 when the luck of Sunnyview Dairy ran out. "The day was 
very hot but not muggy," recounts my dad about that day. He also told me the 
following story: 

    That evening while I was doing some work in the garden I talked with the 
neighbors who told me that there had been 85 mph winds in the Twin Cities. The 
clouds were building up in the north. I had never seen anything like it so I took a 
picture. About 8:30 the storm came and at 9:00 the power went off. An 
unexpected call at 11:30 brought me the news. The milking barn at Sunnyview 
Dairy had been blown down and only the basement was left. I could barely sleep 
the rest of the night so at 5:00 in the morning I got up and by 5:30 I was at the 



farm surveying the damage. Not only was the upper part of the milk barn gone 
but the corn crib and the lower barn were shifted also. That whole day we moved 
hay from the upper barn to the lower barn, about 1600 bales in all. I came home 
that night and needless to say I was very tired. 

    In the next couple of weeks the decision of what they should do with the farm. 
One option was to just fix the existing barn and continue farming as before. 
Another option was to add on to the barn and expand the herd. The final option 
was to sell the farm and find other income. The option that they chose was to add 
on to the existing barn and buy more land in the hopes of obtaining more profits. 
During the next eleven years Charles and Gerald, Alfred's sons, continued to farm 
the land with equipment that had been in use for many years and were starting to 
create stress financially and physically. The farm was in debt and the milk prices 
were low. Something would have to be done or Sunnyview Dairy would go under.  
    The fate of Sunnview Dairy was changed one day in 1991 when Chuck and Jerry 
decided that they would take a radical new approach to farming. In a moment of 
intelligence they decided they would become organic farmers. The change to 
being a certified organic farm didn't come over night. First they had to stop the 
use of pesticides, insecticides and all other uses of chemicals on their fields. Also 
to become an organic farm they would have to quit using hormones on the cows. 
In the beginning the crops didn't look as good and the weeds were taking over but 
they stuck with it and learned from other organic farmers that the key to success 
is to have nutrient soil.  
    The day finally came in 1998 when the Organic milk truck pulled into the yard. 
After seven years of hard work and determination they had finally succeeded. 
Before they were receiving 11-13 dollars per hundred pounds of milk. Now, selling 
organic milk, they are receiving 16- 19 dollars per hundred pounds of milk. 
Needless to say they are making good profits and now are able to start replacing 
old, outdated equipment.  Sunnyview Dairy has now become a profitable 
business.  
    The odyssey isn't over, however. They plan to replace even more equipment 
and in the future Jerry's son has plans of taking over Sunnyview Dairy after his 
dad and his uncle Chuck retire. I believe that Sunnyview Dairy is and will be in 
good hands for a long time to come. 
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